Wisconsin Angus Association Application for the Hlavac Endowment Grant
2026 Wisconsin Angus Breeders Futurity Sale

Background: 
Hlavac Endowment Grant program was established in 2023 with funds endowed to the Wisconsin Angus Association by Frank and Mary Jean Hlavac. The Hlavacs (lah-VOCK) were engaged and committed members of the Wisconsin Angus community for many years. Frank and Mary Jean retired from teaching in 1978 to devote their attention to developing their Angus program, Yahara Hills Angus Farm. Their legacy of helping others grow within the Angus industry whether through show cattle competitions or helping youth get their Angus herd started, lives on through the funds granted through this program.

Funds associated with this application are restricted to Wisconsin based scholarships, grants, or Angus sale incentives for those somehow affiliated with the Angus community. Funds can also be allocated towards regional show scholarship awards, member based awards, or Angus-related education events. 


**NEW IN 2026**
Offering two $1,000 grants to assist a WJAA youth member in purchasing an Angus female to start building their own herd.  Funding will be from the Hlavac- Endowment Grant for the 2026 Wisconsin Angus Breeders Futurity Sale.  The application below MUST BE submitted by May, 1st 2026. 



Eligibility
1. Youth must be a current member of the Wisconsin Junior Angus Association. 
2. Age: Must be at least 7 years old on January 1, 2026 and not older that 21 years on January 1, 2026, as set forth by the Wisconsin Junior Angus Association.
3. If awarded $1,000 grant it is only to be used on a registered Angus female or bull from the Wisconsin Angus Breeders Futurity Sale on May 9, 2026. This grant is not transferable to any other member or for sale.  If not used, it will be withdrawn. 
4. Recipient(s) of the grant may not transfer the animal to any other person or breeder for 1 year. 
5. Recipient(s) are strongly encouraged to be present at the Wisconsin Angus Breeders Futurity Sale.
6. Recipient(s) must have the means to provide the remaining funds required to purchase an animal.
7. Grant recipient(s) are invited to attend the following year’s Angus Annual Meeting banquet to provide a follow-up report on their purchase and experience. 
8. Recipient(s) will receive a grant check from the Wisconsin Angus Association for $1,000. 


Selection Process 
1.  Grant application must be received to WAA Board Member Courtney Zehr, via email, no later than May 1, 2026. Courtney’s email address is: courtney.jentz@gmail.com 
2. Selection committee will be comprised of two (2) WAA board members. 
3. Grant recipients will be notified shortly after the deadline. 
4. Grant recipients will be recognized at the beginning of the Wisconsin Angus Futurity Sale. 
5. The female purchased with grant funds must be transferred to the grant recipient's name when settlement is made on the sale day. 

Wisconsin Angus Association Application for the Hlavac Endowment Grant
2026 Wisconsin Angus Breeders Futurity Sale

Name: ____________________________________________________________________ 

Address: __________________________________________________________________ 

City/State/Zip: ______________________________________________________________ 

Phone: ____________________________________________________________________ 

Email: _____________________________________________________________________ 

Date of Birth: __________________________________ Age: _________________________ 

You must be a member of the Wisconsin Junior Angus Association to be eligible for the grant. If you are not a current member, please enclose the WJAA application form and dues payable to the Wisconsin Junior Angus Association.



Parent or legal guardian to complete the below portion of the application: 

As the parent or legal guardian of ____________________________, I hereby agree to see that there are funds available, should this grant be awarded, towards the purchase of a Angus animal in the Wisconsin Angus Futurity Sale, to be held on May 1, 2026. I also hereby agree to oversee the proper feeding and care of the female and to maintain communication with the breeder if assistance or guidance is needed.



 _________________ 		_________________________________________ 
Date 					Signature of parent or legal guardian

Please in your own words write an essay about why you should receive this grant and your goals with starting your own herd of Angus cattle. In addition, please include the following information: 
1. Number of females already owned 
2. How you are going to pay for the balance of the Angus animal. 
3. How you plan to take care of this animal.  
4. Explain your involvement in various youth activities (both ag and non-ag) and your level of involvement in them. 
5. Essay must have a minimum of 300 words and a maximum of 750 words. 
Please email completed application by May 1, 2026 to: Courtney Zehr at courtney.jentz@gmail.com 

Please contact Courtney Zehr with any questions at: courtney.jentz@gmail.com or 608-732-1423.
